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Hardly a single year has passed without some part of the
country suffering from drought and consequent hardship.
Agreeing for the moment that the programme laid down
by the Ministry of Agriculture is ambitious enough, the
next question is whether it can be carried out in its present
form. For example, although it calls for the reclamation of
800,000 acres of wasteland, plans were originally for total
reclamation next year of 100,000 acres. If that was a realistic
estimate of what could be done with the material in hand,
the revised programme is unsound. If, on the other hand,
it is possible to carry out the greatly-expanded programme,
the drafter of the first plan must have been guilty of
something approaching sabotage.
On the subject of irrigation and wells, it is worth noting
that the Province of Bombay, the second largest in India,
which has an unusually enterprising and energetic local
government, has fallen far short of the promise made at the
introduction of the five-year plan which has now run half
its course. For example, this scheme calls for the sinking
each year of ten thousand new irrigation wells. That would
mean that at the end of five years the peasants of the Bombay
Province should have at their disposal fifty thousand more
wells than they had in 1947. In fact, after half the pro-
gramme period, they are the richer by some four thousand
wells.
Throughout Madras and indeed all the provinces, the
story so far has been the same. Plans and promises on food
production have been admirable ; but performance has
lagged far behind. No particular reason exists for imagining
that a dramatic change has taken place, or is going to take
place in the course of the next couple of years. So if
India's Prime Minister should by any chance intend his
utterance to be taken literally, the prospects for a large
section of the country's population are very bleak indeed.
One possible explanation of Nehru's effort to shock his
fellow-countrymen into a state of awareness may be found